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Good morning. Mississippi is getting rid of its state flag. 
Big companies are boycotting Facebook. And the new 
virus outbreak in the U.S. is worse than in any other rich 
country. 

 
 

 
 

American exceptionalism 

 

Waiting at a coronavirus testing site in Miami Gardens, Fla., on Friday.Wilfredo Lee/Associated Press 

 

It can sometimes seem as if the entire world is suffering from a new coronavirus 
outbreak. There have been cases at food markets in	Beijing, nightclubs in	South	



Korea, meatpacking plants in	Britain and Germany, nail salons in	Ontario, and 
restaurants, bars and churches across the southern and western United States. 

But these outbreaks are not all the same. The ones in the U.S. are of a larger 
order of magnitude than those in any other affluent country. 

Consider this chart, which shows the number of new cases per week, adjusted for 
population size: 

 

Source: Johns Hopkins UniversityThe New York Times 

 

(Lines for China and South Korea would look roughly similar to Japan’s.) 

Most other high-income countries are dealing with modest numbers of new cases 
— often an inevitable consequence of reopening — and the countries are 
responding aggressively. Many are following the advice of public health experts, 



ordering social distancing, mask-wearing and partial lockdowns and doing their 
best to track people who came in contact with new patients. 

The United States is not. President Trump and many governors continue to flout 
scientific advice and send mixed messages about the seriousness of the virus. 

The federal government, as	The	Washington	Post	explained	in	a	helpful	
reconstruction, has failed to offer “the kind of clear and consistent messaging 
experts say is necessary to mount a successful public health response.” 

Amesh Adalja, an infectious disease specialist at Johns Hopkins University, put it 
this way: “From the very beginning, this outbreak has really been mismanaged in 
terms of what the government response should have been.” That quote appeared 
in a Canadian Broadcasting Corporation article headlined: “The	lessons	Canada	
can	take	from	the	U.S.’s	mishandling	of	Covid-19.” 

Another country that highlights the lessons is Britain. Its prime minister, Boris 
Johnson, has taken the virus less	seriously than most other European leaders but 
more seriously than Trump. Sure enough, Britain is suffering an outbreak that’s 
worse than in most of Europe but not as bad as in the U.S. 

A final point: Trump and Vice President Mike Pence have claimed that the rise 
in confirmed U.S. cases is largely the result of more tests. That’s not true, as	The	
Times	explains. The U.S., which once trailed Europe in per capita overall deaths, 
has now endured many more. 



 

Source: Johns Hopkins UniversityThe New York Times 

 

In other virus developments: 

• Worldwide deaths from the virus have exceeded	500,000 and confirmed 
cases have exceeded 10 million. 

• In Florida, the daily case count has	increased	fivefold	in	two	weeks. “Much 
of Florida’s new surge in cases appears to follow from the reopening of 
beaches, bars, restaurants and other social activities,” Frances Robles 
writes from Miami. 

• Coronavirus patients in intensive care have experienced paranoid	and	often	
terrifying	hallucinations that can slow recovery and increase the risk of 
depression. 



 

FOUR MORE BIG STORIES 

1. The last flag comes down 
On Sunday, the Mississippi legislature passed a bill to abolish	the	state’s	current	
flag, the last in the country to feature the Confederate battle emblem. The 
decision was partly economic: Business leaders in the state feared they could lose 
investments from outsiders, including the N.C.A.A. 

A state commission will design a new flag, which the bill says must include the 
words “In God we trust.” 

In other protest news: 

• At least 70 people have died in law enforcement custody over the last 
decade after saying, “I can’t breathe,” The Times has found. Here are some	
of	the	cases	you	probably	haven’t	heard	about. 

• Trump retweeted a video yesterday of one	of	his	supporters	yelling	“White	
power!” He later deleted the tweet. 

2. Russian bounties on U.S. troops 
 

 



Even after learning in March that the Russian military offered bounties to the 
Taliban to kill American soldiers, the Trump administration has continued to 
treat Russia favorably. Heather Cox Richardson, a historian at Boston College 
who writes an excellent newsletter, has	cataloged	that	recent	treatment, 
including: 

• A high-profile U.S. purchase of Russian medical supplies, which 
Vladimir Putin used to call for an end of sanctions on Russia. 

• A joint Putin-Trump statement in April about “trust” between the two 
countries. 

• A friendly phone call between the leaders. 

• Trump’s efforts to invite Russia to the next Group of 7 meeting. 

Context: Michael Schwirtz, one of the Times reporters who broke the story 
about the bounties, tweeted: “Election meddling and the occasional poisoning 
are one thing. Paying the Taliban to kill American troops, that’s something 
entirely new.” 

And the latest development: U.S. spies and commandos alerted their 
superiors about the bounties as early as January, after finding	large	amounts	of	
cash	at	a	Taliban	outpost. 

3. Obama gets back into the fray 
President Barack Obama wanted to keep a low political profile after he left office. 
In recent months, though, he has taken an increasingly	active	role. He speaks 
with Joe Biden frequently, offering suggestions on staffing and strategy. 

People close to Obama told The Times that he has been wary of overshadowing 
Biden. But one Biden associate joked: “By all means, overshadow us.” 



4. Big companies are boycotting Facebook 
Coca-Cola, Starbucks and several other major companies have	temporarily	
stopped	advertising	on	Facebook. The boycott, spurred by civil rights 
organizations, is an effort to pressure the social media giant to crack down on 
hate speech and misinformation. 

 


