
Holier-than-thou book
banners in Florida ought to
start with the Bible | Frank
Cerabino
A Polk County group got 16 books taken
off school bookshelves, citing a Florida
obscenity statue. Would the Bible meet
that standard?

We may have to ban the Bible from Florida’s public schools. 

Book banning is starting to take off in Florida, and as long as
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it is, we shouldn’t leave the Bible out of the discussion.

A national group called The County Citizens Defending
Freedom has formed in Polk County to remove books from
public school libraries that are deemed harmful to children
under the age of 18. 

History isn't always kind:Anti-WOKE bill misses point: You
ought to feel discomfort with Florida racial history | Frank
Cerabino

So much for free speech:The Nazi street protest in Orlando
was awful. The official reaction was worse. | Frank Cerabino

Welcome to Election 2022:Bigoted candidate has it wrong:
Turning Boynton Beach 'gay' is just what it needs | Frank
Cerabino

They are relying on Florida Statute 847.012, a criminal
obscenity law that bans “explicit and detailed verbal
descriptions or narrative accounts of sexual excitement, or
sexual conduct, that is harmful to minors.”

Book banners cite respected classics

So far, the group has been successful in getting the Polk
County Public Schools to remove for review 16 books from
school library shelves. The list includes sex education books,
books that deal with homosexuality, and a few novels,
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including “The Kite Runner” by Khaled Hosseini and two Toni
Morrison novels, “Beloved” and “The Bluest Eye.”

“We’re being bullied into resetting our moral compass and
our standards,” Hannah Peterson, a board member of the
group, complained in a video on the organization’s website.

Actually, none of the books the group wants banned were
part of any class curriculum. They were simply available in
school libraries, where parents are already able to
electronically block their own children from checking out
books they don’t want them to read.

So it boils down to an effort to keep other people’s children
from reading the books you don’t like. 

It’s like banning broccoli from the school cafeteria because
you don’t like broccoli and you don’t think other people’s
children should like broccoli, either.

And to add an extra dollop of ignorance to the effort, it’s
marketed as “defending freedom” — precisely what it is not. 

It’s really just “promoting censorship."

The people behind this are being backed by a smorgasbord
of political fringe groups like the Liberty Counsel, the anti-
gay “Christian ministry” legal group affiliated with Jerry
Fallwell’s Liberty University, and Turning Point USA, the



right-wing college recruitment effort founded by a college
dropout who helped arrange for busloads of young people to
attend former President Donald Trump’s failed coup attempt
last January.

There doesn't appear to be a lot of deep thinkers in this
effort. 

The Bible and objectionable content

“The encroachment of government into our lives: I think that
it’s a deliberate effort by those that subscribe to the socialist
mentality, those that subscribe to Marxism,” local ringleader
Jimmy Nelson explained in a “fund freedom” donation pitch. 

OK, so if we need to scrub the public library shelves from
books that promote the “socialist mentality” and/or contain
“narrative accounts of sexual excitement or sexual conduct,”
it’s time to round up all the Bibles and lock them away from
the children.

For starters, Jesus was basically Bernie Sanders in open-
toed sandals. 

For those not familiar with his work, Jesus threw the money
changers out of the temple, said it’d be easier passing a
camel through the eye of a needle than getting a rich man
into heaven, and said you can’t serve both God and money.



“Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who
takes away your goods, do not demand them back.” he says
in Luke 6:27. “And as you wish that others would do to you,
do so to them.”

Jesus was to the left of AOC.

So I humbly submit that the cosplay “Christians” who are out
to ban books in Polk County need to start with the one that
has to do with Christ.

And that’s not all. While the New Testament is a resounding
endorsement of socialism, the Old Testament is a pioneering
edition of Hustler magazine. 

Remember Lot, the guy whose wife got turned to salt? Well,
according to the Book of Genesis, he and his two daughters
went off to live in a cave, and the girls decided it would be
great if their dad made each of them pregnant.

I’ll let Genesis 19:30 pick up the action from here. (Cue the
wah-wah guitar)

“One day the older daughter said to the younger, ‘Our father
is old, and there is no man around here to give us children –
as is the custom all over the Earth. 

'Let’s get our father to drink wine and then sleep with him
and preserve our family line through our father.’



“That night they got their father to drink wine, and the older
daughter went in and slept with him. He was not aware of it
when she lay down or when she got up. 

“The next day the older daughter said to the younger, ‘Last
night I slept with my father. Let’s get him to drink wine again
tonight, and you go in and sleep with him so we can
preserve our family line through our father.’ 

“So they got their father to drink wine that night also, and
the younger daughter went in and slept with him. Again he
was not aware of it when she lay down or when she got up. 

“So both of Lot’s daughters became pregnant by their
father.”

That’s a description of date rape and incest. Although, I’ll bet
by the second night, old Lot was just faking being asleep. 

If you’re into more graphic sexual passages, the Old
Testament has a lot to offer. The Song of Songs, which
scholars have called “a homoerotic love poem,” has quite a
few passages about the “sexual excitement” that the Florida
statute on obscenity addresses.

After we get beyond the part that talks about your hair being
like “a flock of goats” and your temple like “a piece of
pomegranate,” it gets down to business. 



“Blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out.
Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat his pleasant
fruits.”

Get a cave, shepherd boy. 

It seems to me that the performative-Christian, piety-on-
parade book banners in the County Citizens Defending
Freedom ought to spend more time reading their own book.

The American Library Association, meanwhile, finds book-
banning forays like this to be a dangerous perversion of
long-standing freedoms.

“Falsely claiming that these works are subversive, immoral,
or worse, these groups induce elected and non-elected
officials to abandon constitutional principles, ignore the rule
of law, and disregard individual rights to promote
government censorship of library collections,” the
association wrote.
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